| Do you have a leaky pipe? Is it in your home

8 or outside? Is it your leak to repair, or is your
8 local water system responsible for it? For

| consumers, these questions can be answered by §
b taking a few easy steps to detect the leak.

| 1. Turn off all appliances that use water, such
| as refrigerators, washing machines, sinks, _
| showers, toilets and outside sprinkler systems. |
| Make sure no water is running or is being used
| inside or outside the home.

| 2. Check the meter on your meter box outside.
| Most meters have a leak indicator in the form ~ f
! of a rotating black-and-silver disk, a red tri~

| angle or a single red or black dial that moves
? when water is being used in the home. If this is

| moving with all water use stopped at the home,
| then there is a leak. If there is no indicator, :th’eﬁ‘f chi

! 3. Shut off the water at the main out31de valve. Tt is ; he water meter. Check
| the water inside the home by turning on the faucet, If wate r still flo ral seconds, the shut- §
| off valve may not be working properly. Contact your wa stops, return to the |
| meter.

4. Check the meter again. If the leak indicator or dials te is a leak between

i the shut-off valve and
¥ are the leak is inside o

} 5. To check a toilet for a leak, t
| and as the back tank is filling, a
{ water in the bowl changes color, t
| Flapper valves for most toilets can be fot
¥ are fairly easy to replace, or you can consult
I not set too high. Otherwise, it could continually run down the overflow pipe. The water level can be
i adjusted by repositioning the float (often shaped like a round bulb or a canister).
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Source: Safe Drinking Water Trust, www.walertrust.org
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2 Placing a brick or plastic bottle in the water closet of toilet.

%
. t E u .m
4. Installing devices which give instant tempered water instead of letting the water run for the hot water (o begin. :

water. This information was scnt to their customers a few yearsagoinanticipation of a severe drought situation, Although maost -
.ol us are not faced with (hjs kind of problem, the chart does point out how wasteful some water use practices can be. Even &

_s&so—.__n the dire necessit ¥ of saving water, all of us can watch how we use jt for such simple things as shaving, brushing our teeth,
and in'various water consuming appliances. = . . . ST
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. - e Normal Uge se Tt Conservation Use =~~~ . . 7

Shower Water running - 25 gafions " Wet down, $0ap up, rinse off - 4 gallons . :

“ %MMM_ Ing Tap running - 10 gallons K Wet brush, rinse bitefly - % gafion ‘ -
Tub Bath  Full - 36 gallons ~ Minimal water level - 10 1o 12 gallons 3
Shaving  Tap running - 20 gaflons - . - Fill basin - 1 gallon e

© . Digh- - _ - 30 gallons - Wash and tinse In dishpans or sink .~ Pt

washing Tap .E::.:m - 30U galions 5 gallons . , |
Aut ({1

. U“.une.e:uun_.mq Full cycle - 16 gallons Short cycle - 7 gallon )
—a“ ”._”__.-...n Tap running - 2 gallons Fill basin - 1 gallon

: Tollet Depending on tank size - Using tank displacement bottom - . -

Flushing 5407 gallons C 4 to 6 gallons
Washing  Fyll cycle, top water " Short cycle - minimal water level -
Machine  fevel - 60 gallons . 27 gallons

Outdoor Average hose - 10 mmng«” - -
Watering  per minute .

Lowest priority - m._,_.‘:..zmﬁ . . )

Other Methods of Saving Water are:

L. Installing orifice devices in faucets; especially in shower heads where the flow could be cut from 5-15 gpmito 3 gpm.

i

3. lostalling pressure-reducing valves at homes which have excessive pressure, o . !

<




DON’T LET YOUR TOILET WASTE HA!ER

1, A SILENT LEAK IN YOUR TOILET CAN HASTE

SEYERAL
GALLONS OF HIGH QUALITY WATER EACH YEAR
AND PLACE UNNECESSARY DEMANDS ON YOUR SEWER
SYSTEM OR SEPTIC TANK.

UsuAaLLY YOU CAN NOT HEAR.THE LEAK BECAUSE IT.
RUNS SLOWLY OUT OF THE TANK.

2. oW CAM YOU DISCOVER IF YOUR TOILET LEAKS?

i&g&LE. FOLLow THESE EAsy'STEPs AND YOU'LL- :
] - .

- (A) LIFT OFF THE an FROM YOUR TOILET TANK, -
(a) PLACE THREE OR FOUR DROPS OF

, QBD.I.NAEI
e {mn_mmm INTO THE TOILET TANK
. 5 - -+ (NOTE==DO NOT USE DYE==1T .COULD STAIN) «

¢ (C) DO NOT FLUSH OR OTHERWISE DISTURB THE
- TOILET FOR ONE OR TWO HOURS OR LONGER.

(n) AT THE END OF THE WAITING PER1OD, ORSERVE
.. THE TOILET BOWL, IF THE COLOR YOU PLACED
_INTO THE_TANK: SHOWS UP IN THE BOWL, YOU
. HAVE A LEAK.

o

o
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3. How Dp vou BIX A LEAK!NG TOILET?

" MoST FREQUENTLY, LEAKS [N TOILETS ARE CAUSED BY A <
DEFECTIVE FLUSH VALVE, A FLUSH VALVE IS A FLAP

OR BALL PLUNGER DEVICE THAT IS SUPPOSED TO ACT

AS A STOPPER IN THE BOTTOM OF YOUR TOILET TANK.

AFTER SEVERAL YEARS AND MANY FLUSHINGS., THE STOPPER
CAN BE KNOCKED QUT QF SHAPE OR SIMPLY WORN OQUT.

!Q MAKE _YOUR TOILET HAPPY AND TO SAVE WATER, SEE
OUR HARDWARE DEALER OR PLUMBER AND AIN AN '

INEXPENSIVE AND EASY TO INSTALL REPLACEMENT VALVE
OR COMPLETE REPLACEMENT KIT,

Provided by the I11inois Interagency water
Management/Conservation Committee with fund-

ing from the I1linois Environmental Protec-
~= , tion Agency. :

USE WATER WISELY!

This sheaet ia not copyrighted and you are encouraged to reproduce it.
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