
 

 

      Minute Book 32 

        July 20, 2021 

     BOARD MEETING  

OF THE 

MAYOR 

AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

OF THE 

TOWN OF TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI 

OFFICERS: 

Mayor Andrew T. Dulaney 

Alderman Lee B. Turner 

Alderman Valerie Hartsfield 

Alderman Rebecca P. Fyfe 

Alderman Adam Fullilove 

Alderman Daniel M. Pierce 

****************************************************************************** 

Town Attorney Richard W. Ryals, II 

Town Clerk Kate Scott Pennock 

Assistant Chief of Police Kevin Hatton 

Town Chaplain Danny Smith 

 



REGULAR THIRD TUESDAY JULY, 2021, MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 
BE IT REMEMBERED, that Tuesday, July 20, 2021, being the third Tuesday of said 

month and the day fixed by Board order for holding the second monthly meeting, said 
meeting was held in the Boardroom in the Municipal Complex at 909 River Road in the 
Town of Tunica, Mississippi, beginning at 3:00 p.m. with the following present or absent as 
indicated below: 
 
 Mayor Andrew T. Dulaney       Present 
 Alderman Lee B. Turner       Present 
 Alderman Valerie Hartsfield      Present  
 *Alderman Rebecca P. Fyfe       Present 
 Alderman Adam Fullilove       Present 
 Alderman Daniel M. Pierce       Present 
 Town Clerk Kate Scott Pennock      Present 
 Town Attorney Richard W. Ryals, II     Present 
 Assistant Police Chief Kevin Hatton     Present 
 Operations Manager Thomas J. Robinson, III    Present 
 Town Chaplain Danny Smith      Absent 
 *Via telephone. 
  
Others in attendance are listed on the attendance sheet.  
 
 APPENDIX A – ATTENDANCE SHEET 
 
Mayor Dulaney called the meeting to order and led in the pledge of allegiance.  Alderman 
Pierce led in prayer. 
 
The Board considered the minutes from the meeting held on July 6, 2021.  A copy was 
previously emailed to each Alderman.  Alderman Pierce moved to approve the minutes as 
provided to the Board.  Alderman Hartsfield seconded the motion.  Thereupon, the matter 
was put to a vote and the same having received the unanimous affirmative vote of all 
Aldermen present, the Mayor declared the same carried and adopted. 
 
REPORTS: 

• Planning Commission – It was reported by Mayor Dulaney that the Planning 
Commission held its initial meeting for this term of office on July 15, 2021.  Mr. 
Barber was present at the Planning Commission’s meeting.  Mr. Barber gave the 
Planning Commission members an overview of what their responsibilities are and 
provided them with general information.  It is anticipated that the Planning 
Commission will make a recommendation to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on 
car lots, bail bondsman offices and short term rentals in the near future. 

• Police Report:  Police Chief Hatton reported for the Police Department.  
• Public Works:  Thomas Robinson and Kelvin Cooke reported on public works and 

other operations.  In addition to the general update, Mr. Robinson advised on a 
possible line 6 inch line extension for a new facility on US Highway 61 south of Town.  
Also, Mr. Cooke and his crew were thanked for the work around the Post Office 
building to remove trees, etc. in order that the area can be planted. 

• Tunica Mainstreet:  Laura Withers reported for Tunica Mainstreet. 
• Code Report:  David Graves reported on code enforcement. 

 
Mayor Dulaney reported for citizen, Jack Graves.  Mr. Graves has expressed a concern 
over the Town’s roads.  Mr. Dulaney updated Mr. Graves on the work underway to have 



the Town’s engineer prepare a list of recommendations so that the streets can be 
prioritized and repaire as funding is available.  Mr. Robinson is meeting with the engineer 
on July 23, 2021, for the initial assessment. 

Representatives for the Tunica Airport Commission, Bruce Williams, Marie Warner, and 
Murry McClintock presented a budget request of $48,000.00 for FY 2022.  They also 
requested an additional $10,000.00 for FY 2021.  Mayor Dulaney thanked each of them for 
their hard work and dedication to keep the Airport operational through the Covid closures.  
Mayor Dulaney advised the Airport representatives that their request will be taken under 
advisement.  The Board will be working on the budget over the course of the next couple of 
months. 

Granville Sherman, with North Delta Planning & Development District, updated the 
Mayor and Board on upcoming grant opportunities.  Mayor Dulaney thanked Mr. 
Sherman and advised him of several projects that the Board is interested in, including 
funding to address water and sewer infrastructure needs, several road repair projects, 
several drainage/stormwater runoff projects and some recreational projects.  As the Town 
engineer is able to put these in a better format and quantify the projects, Mayor Dulaney 
will be in touch with Mr. Sherman so that Mr. Sherman can work with the Mayor and 
Board on funding for these important projects.   

 
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Tunica next considered and discussed 
appointment of Ward 1 and Ward 5 Planning Commission members for the Town of Tunica.  
It was noted that a reference in the ordinance indicates that members of the Planning 
Commission should be residences of the Town.  It is not clear.  After a discussion, Alderman 
Pierce moved that the following individuals be appointed to the Planning Commission: 
 

Position:     Name: 
Ward 1 (Lee B. Turner)   Pat Earnheart 
Ward 5 (Daniel M. Pierce)   Sami Jo Baird 
 

Alderman Turner seconded the motion to appoint the above individuals as members of the 
Town of Tunica Planning Commission.  Thereupon, the matter was put to a vote and the 
same having received the unanimous affirmative vote of all Aldermen present, the Mayor 
declared the same carried and adopted. 
 
Mayor Dulaney reported to the Board that the property declared surplus during the last 
meeting was sold for $50.00.  This was the 8 plus year old computer that Mayor Cariker 
used.  Mayor Dulaney offered the computer to New Horizon who handles the Town’s 
computer needs and issues.  He was advised that the computer had no value.  Mr. 
Sosebee paid $50.00.  The proceeds of the sale were deposited into the General Fund. 
 
Mayor Dulaney advised the Board that requested repairs to the Post Office Building are 
in progress.  The post office has granted an extension for the repairs to be made as 
getting the new windows in is taking longer than initially anticipated.  
 
The Board discussed and considered investment of surplus funds.  Mayor Dulaney 
suggested requesting rate proposals for a 12 month and a 90-day certificates of deposit 
from the Town’s local depositories.  The Town is authorized to cause funds which are 
not needed for immediate Town purposes to be invested.  Section 21-33-323 authorizes 
this.  Mr. Dulaney recommended that funds be invested on a routine basis so that 
eventually, the Town will have a certificate of deposit mature about every 3 months 
which will have about one-quarter of the Town’s surplus funds included in it.  Alderman 
Pierce moved that Andrew Dulaney and Kathryn C. Pennock, Mayor and Clerk 



respectively, be authorized and directed to solicit rate proposals on an ongoing basis 
from each of the Town’s qualified depositories in a form that they deem appropriate in 
order to obtain the best rate for the Town’s surplus funds with investments to be made 
over a course of months until the Town basically has four 12 month certificate of deposits 
with one maturing approximately every 3 months.  Mayor Dulaney and Clerk Pennock 
are authorized to accept and invest the funds as deemed in the best interest of Town.  
The initial investment will be a 12 month CD for $375,000 and a 90 day CD for $625,000. 
In 90 days, the $625,000 will be invested - $375,000 for 12 months and the balance for 90 
days, etc.  As part of this, Andrew Dulaney and Kathryn C. Pennock are authorized to 
sign such account forms/resolutions, etc. with Planters Bank & Trust, Citizens Bank & 
Trust and First Security Bank to make such investments in the certificate of deposits.  
Alderman Turner seconded the motion.  Thereupon, the matter was put to a vote and the 
same having received the unanimous affirmative vote of all Aldermen present, the Mayor 
declared the same carried and adopted. 
 
The Mayor and Board next discussed and considered adopting a policy for handling monthly 
claims.  The policy includes invoices should be turned in to the Purchasing Clerk within 48 
hours of purchase and must have a PO issued prior to the purchase. The policy also 
establishes a cutoff date for claims.  Any claim received prior to the 25th of the month will be 
processed, if possible, and presented to the Board for payment at the Board meeting held the 
first Tuesday of the then upcoming month.  Any claims received after the 25th day of the 
month will be carried over and processed for payment the following month.  Alderman 
Turner moved to adopt and approve the policy for handling monthly claims as presented.  
Alderman Hartsfield seconded the motion to adopt the policy for handling monthly claims.  
Thereupon, the matter was put to a vote and the same having received the unanimous 
affirmative vote of all Aldermen present, the Mayor declared the same carried and adopted.  
This policy shall be effective August 1 and applicable for the September claims docket. 
 
 APPENDIX B – POLICY FOR HANDLING CLAIMS 
 
The Mayor and Board discussed and considered the purchase of a second garbage truck.  It 
will be used as a back up when the main garbage truck is in the shop for repairs and for 
holiday schedules.  Based on current information, Mayor Dulaney advised that he felt a used 
garbage truck could be acquired for less than $40,000.00.  After the discussion, Alderman 
Pierce moved that the Mayor and Board approve the purchase of a second garbage truck, at 
a cost not to exceed $40,000.00, and understanding the public purchasing laws of the State 
of Mississippi are complied with.  Alderman Fullilove seconded the motion to purchase a 
second garbage truck.  Thereupon, the matter was put to a vote and the same having received 
the unanimous affirmative vote of all Aldermen present, the Mayor declared the same 
carried and adopted. 
 
The Board considered and discussed approving and adopting the rental agreement and fees 
for the Multipurpose Facility (VFW/Lions Club Building) and Marketplace.  The Board 
discussed venue access from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. on the event date for the purpose of 
hosting the described event.  Early access to the venue prior to said time is subject to the 
discretion of the Town of Tunica.  Alderman Pierce moved to adopt and approve the rental 
agreement with the venue access ending at 12:00 a.m. the day of the event.  Alderman Fyfe 
seconded the motion to adopt and approve the rental agreement for the Multipurpose 
Facility and Marketplace.  Thereupon, the matter was put to a vote and the same having 
received the unanimous affirmative vote of all Aldermen present, the Mayor declared the 
same carried and adopted. 
 
 APPENDIX C – RENTAL AGREEMENT  
 



The Mayor and Board next considered approving the rental agreement for the use of 
Rivergate Park for a Mission Event to be held on July 25-29, 2021.  A copy of the Church’s 
liability insurance was provided with the signed application.  Alderman Turner moved to 
approve the rental agreement for the use of Rivergate Park for the Mission Event.  Alderman 
Hartsfield seconded the motion to approve the rental agreement for the use of Rivergate 
Park.  Thereupon, the matter was put to a vote and the same having received the unanimous 
affirmative vote of all Aldermen present, the Mayor declared the same carried and adopted. 
 
 APPENDIX D – RIVERGATE PARK RENTAL AGREEMENT 
 
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen next considered holding an Executive Session, as 
authorized pursuant to Section 25-41-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended. Alderman 
Pierce moved that a closed determination be held to discuss whether an executive session is 
needed to be held and is appropriate.  Alderman Hartsfield seconded the motion. 
Thereupon, the matter was put to a vote with the results as follows: Alderman Turner, 
yea; Alderman Hartsfield, yea; Alderman Fyfe, yea; Alderman Fullilove, yea; and 
Alderman Pierce, yea.  The matter having received the majority affirmative vote of the 
Board of Aldermen of the Town of Tunica, the Mayor declared the motion carried and the 
Mayor and Board held a closed determination on the issue of whether an executive session 
is necessary. Mayor Dulaney stated that the purpose for holding the executive session 
would be to discuss personnel matters which includes hiring a specific individual for sanitation 
department (the “Executive Session Matter”). 
 
Based on this, Alderman Pierce moved that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen hold an 
executive session to discuss, consider and act on the Executive Session Matter. Alderman 
Hartsfield seconded the motion. The matter was put to a vote with the result as follows: 
Alderman Turner, yea; Alderman Hartsfield, yea; Alderman Fyfe, yea; Alderman 
Fullilove, yea; and Alderman Pierce, yea.  The matter having received the majority 
affirmative vote of the Board of Aldermen of Tunica, the Mayor declared the same 
carried and the Board entered executive session to consider the Executive Session 
Matters. Present during the executive session were the Mayor, all members of the Board 
of Aldermen, Town Clerk Pennock, and Town Attorney Ryals.   
 
During the executive session, the Executive Session Matter was discussed.  The following 
action was taken: 
 
Alderman Hartsfield moved to approve hiring Dennis Waters for the Sanitation 
Department at $10.00 per hour with a 90 day probationary period.  Alderman Pierce 
seconded the motion to hire Dennis Waters for the Sanitation Department.  The matter 
was put to a vote with the result as follows: Alderman Turner, yea; Alderman Hartsfield, 
yea; Alderman Fyfe, yea; Alderman Fullilove, yea; and Alderman Pierce, yea.  The 
matter having received the majority affirmative vote of the Board of Aldermen of Tunica, 
the Mayor declared the same carried and Mr. Waters was hired. 
 
Following the discussion, Alderman Turner moved to leave executive session.  Alderman 
Pierce seconded the motion. The matter was put to a vote with the result follows: 
Alderman Turner, yea; Alderman Hartsfield, yea; Alderman Fyfe, yea; Alderman 
Fullilove, yea; and Alderman Pierce, yea. The matter having received the majority 
affirmative vote of the Board of Aldermen of Tunica, the Mayor declared the same 
carried and the Board ended the executive session and returned to open meeting.  Mayor 
Dulaney announced the action that was taken during executive session.  
 
With no other business, Alderman Hartsfield moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman 
Pierce seconded the motion.  Thereupon, the matter was put to a vote and the same having 



received the unanimous affirmative vote of all Aldermen present, the Mayor declared the 
same carried and adopted, and the meeting adjourned at 4:09 p.m. this 20th day of July 
2021. 
 
  

 
________________________________________ 
Andrew T. Dulaney, Mayor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kate Scott Pennock, Town Clerk 
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Policy for Handling Claims 

 In order to allow the claims to be processed timely and to allow for review 
of the claims by the department heads, the following policies are adopted: 

1. The 25th day of each month is established as the cutoff date for receiving 
and processing claims.  Any claim not received on or before the 25th day of 
the month, will be carried over and processed for payment the following 
month. 

2. All invoices should be turned in to Mary within 48 hours of any purchase so 
that the claims/invoices can be processed on a continual and ongoing basis. 

3. Any PO that is not used within 30 days of its being issued, will be voided 
unless a specific request is made for the PO to be held open longer. 

4. Each department head will review his/her claims and will initial the same. 
5. All purchases shall have a PO issued prior to the purchase. 
6. All purchased items shall have an inventory sticker attached to it as soon as 

possible, but not later than 72 hours after receipt of the item by the Town. 
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TOWN OF TUNICA 
 Event Space Rental Agreement 

 
Event Venue:          Tunica Market Place     Multipurpose (Lions/VFW) Building 
       1352 Kestevan Alley      
 
Event Date: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) of Renter:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________ City, State & ZIP:__________________ 
 
Telephone: _________________________   Email:_____________________________ 
 
Brief Description of Event: _________________________________________________ 
 
No. of Tables: _______  No. of Chairs: _____ No. of Attendee(s):     
 
This Agreement is for the rental of the above selected venue by the Town of Tunica to the above-
named Renter on the date stated above.   
 
Now, therefore, the parties agree to the following terms and conditions: 
 
1. EVENT:   The Renter agrees to only use the venue for purposes of the above-described event 
and for no other purpose.   The Renter shall not transfer or assign the rental of the venue to any 
other person and agree to be present at the venue all times during the event.  The venue shall not 
be rented to any person under the age of 21.  All minors present at the venue shall be properly 
chaperoned by a responsible adult over the age of 21 at all times. The Renter shall not leave the 
venue until all other persons have departed the venue at the conclusion of the event.  
 
2.  VENUE ACCESS: The Renter shall have access to and use of the venue from 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 
A.M.  on the event date for the purpose of hosting the above-described event.  Early access to the 
venue prior to said time is subject to the discretion of the Town of Tunica and the availability of the 
venue. 
 
2. KEYS: Keys to the venue shall be available for pick up at Town Hall by the Renter on the last 
workday immediately preceding the date of rental.  All keys must be returned to Town Hall by 5:00 
P.M. on the first workday following rental date.  Failure to return the keys timely will result in forfeiture 
of the deposit.  
 
3. RENT: The Renter agrees to pay the following rental amounts: 
 

$250.00 per day or fraction thereof for days when the Event will take place; and 
$100.00 per day that the facility is leased prior to the event which can be used for 
setup/decorating. 

 
All rent must be paid in full upon the signing of this Agreement. 
 
4.  RENT OF TABLES AND CHAIRS:   The Renter may rent tables and chairs from the Town of 
Tunica at the rate of $2.00 per chair and $10.00 per table.  Rental of chairs and tables is subject to 
availability.   The full rent for tables and chairs must be paid in full upon the signing of this agreement.    
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5.  DEPOSIT: The Renter shall tender a deposit to the Town of Tunica in the amount of $100.00.  
The deposit must be tendered in full upon the signing of this Agreement.   
 
6. REMOVAL OF BELONGINGS/CONDITION OF VENUE: Renter shall remove all personal 
property, trash, and other items that were not present in the venue when Renter took control of it. 
Renter will clean the venue and return possession of it in substantially the same condition it was 
found.   
 
7. LIABILITY: Renter will be liable for any physical damages to the venue or any property of the 
Town of Tunica suffered as a consequence of the actions of Renter or any of Renter’s guests while 
Renter is in control of the venue and shall immediately indemnify the Town of Tunica for the same.  
Furthermore, the Renter shall indemnify and hold harmless the Town of Tunica against any and all 
legal actions and claims, including the cost of defense, which may arise from Renter’s use of the 
venue. 
 
8.  RETURN OF SECURITY DEPOSIT: Upon Renter’s completion of his/her obligations set forth 
above, the Town of Tunica shall return to Renter the security deposit minus any amounts deemed 
necessary to repair damages inflicted upon the venue or property by Renter and/or Renter’s 
associates, guests, invitees, contractors, and all other persons whatsoever who enter the venue 
during the rental period, whether or not such persons did so with Renter’s knowledge or consent.  If 
the cost to repair any damages is in excess of $100.00, then Town of Tunica will notify the Renter 
of the amount(s) due for damages and will provide an itemized list. 
 
9.   PROHIBITED ACTS:   The Renter shall not sell alcohol at the venue or permit others to do so.  
The Renters shall not allow or permit persons under the age of 21 years to consume alcohol at the 
venue.  The Renter shall not allow or permit any person to illegally use any controlled drug or 
substance at the venue.   The Renter shall not remove from the venue or alter any property of the 
Town of Tunica.  The Renter shall not place nails, pins or other objects onto the walls of the venue 
or suspend anything from the ceiling of the venue.  Renter shall not permit noise or crowds at the 
venue to rise to the level that they cause a nuisance to neighboring properties.  Renter shall not 
allow automobiles of guests to be parked upon the grass yard of the venue or prohibited areas.   
 
10.   DEFUALT:  In the event Renter breaches any obligation under this agreement, the Town of 
Tunica may terminate its rental of the venue, immediately evict and remove the Renter and/or take 
immediate possession of the venue.  In the event that Renter fails to pay any amount due under this 
agreement, interest shall accrue upon the unpaid balance at the rate of 8% per year until it is paid. 
Renter shall also be liable for any legal fees, court costs, and other expenses associated with 
collection. 
 
11. DISPUTES: Any disputes arising under this contract shall be adjudicated in the Justice Court or 
Circuit Court of Tunica County, Mississippi.   
 
This Agreement is not binding until signed by all parties: 
 
Town of Tunica      Renter 
 
By:              
       (Signature) 
Date:        Date:        
    
  
 














